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SUBJECT:

/
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Treaty between Paraguay and Argentina estabh shing Boundary in
Area of the Pllcomayo Rlver L
As W111 be re called from the despatch under reference, a local informant
" had indicated that the tendency of the Esteros-General Delgado portion of the -
Pilcomayo River to shift its bed had been a recent cause of irritation between
 Par aguayan and Argentine military conti ngents and m1ght well cause future
' boundary tensions between the two countries, _

The foregoing report, ‘however, should be con51dered in con_}unctlon Wlth
the enclosed memorandum concerning the existence of a treaty between the
two countries which makes the Ar -gentine- Paraguayan boundary independent
of the river bed in the area where the Pilcomayo is inclined to shift its

course. ‘ o : -
_For the Ambassador:
o "\’ R .
. J4lian L. Nugent : "
- Counselor of Embassy
Enclosare. MI\\/
l) Memorandum re Argentine- Paraguayan
boundry treaty.
. Copies to: o _ . o
L.  Paraguayan desk officer, ARA/EST S ' 4
United States Embassy, Buenos Aires - '
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TREATY 'BETWEEN PARAGUAY AND ARGENTINA ESTABLISHING l ‘
BOUNDARY IN THE AREA OF THE PILCOMAYO RIVER "

The subject treaty was signed in Buenos Aires on June 1 1945 and a text of .
it is now available in the Embassy lerary ' '

The purpose of the treaty is to establish_a definitive Paraguay- Argentine
boundary in-the region of the Pilcomayo River between Horqueta and Salto Palmar. -
It does so without making any reference to the bed of the rivér and describes the
' boundary in terms of geographical coordinates. Attached to the or1g1na1 treaty is '
a map wrth the boundary pomts indicated in red ink. '
'I’hus, although the lecomayo is known as the ”wapdermg r1ve r” in the boundary‘
area covered by the treaty, changes in the course of the river have no effect upon
the boundary itself. ' ' : : : -
- It may be useful to the Embassy to kno'\iztlof the existénce of this tréaty, since
many Paraguayans, including those in fairly high official positions, are apparently
unaware of it and, consequently, believe that the Pllcomayo River marks the B
boundary between Paraguay and Argentlna through its entlre length '
 Lack of such knowledge probably encouraged the story reported in. Embdes 41
of August 18, 1961, regarding a recent clash between Argentines -and Paraguayans
" caused by a change.in the river's course in this region, together with the report .
that the Argentlnes had built a small dam to help the river change its course to- °
ward the north, The latter device seems to be an old tactic, however, since a
publication issued in 1938  (seven years before a definitive boundary was esta‘bhshed'
by treaty) records information given by a deserter from the Argentine army to the h
effect that the Argent1ne Fourth Engineers, under the command- of Captam Ambal ,

Montes, had built 2 dam for the purpose of encouraglng the r1ver to flow a more '
northerly course in th1s same regron. . o T e e
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